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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
(CFDA No. 84.024)

I.     PROQRAH PROFILE

Legislation : Education of the Handicapped Act, Part C, Sections 623 and 624,
P.L, 91-230 as amended, 20 U.S.C. 1423 and 1424. (Expires September 30.
1986).

Funding Since 1979:

Fiscal  Year           Authorization                Appropriation

1979           $ 25,000,000       $22,000,000

1980             25,000,000                         20,000,000

1981             20.000,000                         17,500,000

1982             20,000,000                         16,800,000

1983             20,000,000                         16,800,000

Purpose: To support the development, demonstration and dissemination of
experimental educational practices which meet the needs of preschool handi-
capped children.

Eligibility: Eligible applicants for contracts and grants are public agencies
and private non-profit organizations.

Applicant Requirements for Grants: Coordination with public schools Is re-
quired and encouraged with State Departments of Education. Projects may
serve children from birth through eight years of age, but services for
children below age six are emphasized. (Requirements for contracts are pro-
vided 1n contract procurement documents.)

Types of Projects Supported; Five types of projects are supported under this
program.

o Demonstration Projects (grants). These are to develop service models based
on current outstanding practices.

o Outreach Projects (grants). These projects disseminate model programs and
facilitate their adoption and implementation 1n new sites.

o State Implementation Projects (grants). .These projects provide assistance
to State Education Agencies in developing plans to provide services to
preschool handicapped children.

o Special Projects (contracts). These projects provide supportive services
to other program components.

o Research Institutes (contracts). These projects conduct long-term research
Into the problems of young children.

Duration and Phasing of Assistance; Grants and contracts are awarded annually
on the basis of a national competition. Each model demonstration project is
approved for a three-year period, but receives second- and third-year fundingbasis.
